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By Kirsty Wrice

The Queensland golf industry enjoyed an exceptional night 
at the Queensland Sport Awards, held at the Brisbane 
Convention and Exhibition Centre last night.

Golf was successful in two categories, with Max Whitten 
taking home the Sport Volunteer of the Year Award while 
Jason Day won the coveted Sport Star of the Year Award.

Golf Queensland Chair Peter Castrisos said it was very 
pleasing for the Queensland golf industry to be recognised 
in such a way.

"We are thrilled that golf has featured so heavily in the 
Queensland Sport Awards this year. Having three finalists 
was a remarkable accomplishment for Golf Queensland 
and we are very pleased that Max and Jason were able to 
win in their respective categories," Mr Castrisos said.

"All of our finalists were fantastic contenders in their 
categories and we are very proud of their achievements."

Day’s mother, Dening, gratefully and gracefully accepted 
the award on her son’s behalf.

“We are ecstatic for Jason,’’ she said. “The year has been 
so wonderful and it has now ended on an even higher 
note.

“He has worked so hard for what he has achieved and so 
many people in Queensland have known him since his 
young days in amateur golf.

GOLF FINALISTS:
Jason Day Sport Star of the Year
Max Whitten Sport Volunteer of the Year
Rebecca Kay Junior Sport Star of the Year

WINNER'S BACKGROUND:
Max Whitten has been the driving force behind the 
establishment of the Maleny Golf Club, Sunshine Coast, 
commencing play late June which has seen him fittingly 
earn the award for Volunteer of the Year. The course was 
15 years in development and it was only Max’s efforts in 
the early years and during construction that made the 
course and club possible.

Max's leadership, commitment, drive and enterprise has 
facilitated the construction of the course to meet an unmet 
demand for golf in the area.

Jason Day has had a stellar year, becoming the youngest 
and only the third Australian to hold the World Number
1 ranking.

In winning his very first major in August, Jason made 
history for the most shots under par in a major (20-under) 
with his record-breaking win at the BMW Championship 
catapulting him to the World Number 1 title.

In terms of his year so far, Day has lived up to his early 
promise he made as a junior

Beaudesert Golf Club member; exclaiming “I want to take 
down Tiger.” Nine years later, Day’s resume for 2015 is 
impressive, but it’s more representative of a long, steady 
build-up where he has built his game to be unmatchable 
when it’s on song.

His five PGA tour wins, including his first major at the PGA 
Championship, and nine top-10 finishes was gold of the 
most consistent calibre.

CONGRATULATIONS
TO ALL WINNERS AND FINALISTS!

QUEENSLAND GOLF SHINES
AT QUEENSLAND SPORT AWARDS

JASON DAY CELEBRATING HIS FIRST MAJOR WIN!

Volunteer winner Max Whitten with 
Denning Day & Chair Peter Castrisos
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QUEENSLANDERS
BRING THE HEAT AT

THE AUSTRALIAN OPEN
BY MARK HAYES

ADAM SCOTT ON HOLE NINE
Photos: The Australian Open
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The Stonehaven Cup stayed in Australia for the 
first time in three years but, almost surprisingly, it 
went south of the Tweed River.

That’s not to say that the Queenslanders didn’t 
give the Emirates Australian Open one mighty 
shake, it’s just that Matt Jones bobbed his head at 
the finish line and won an engrossing tournament 
after an extraordinary final day.

Sydneysider Jones had begun the last day at his 
home club, The Australian, with a three-shot buffer 
over world No.1 Jordan Spieth and a larger gap 
to the chasing  bunch.

What neither figured on were the withering final-
round surges by Queenslanders Adam Scott and 
Rod Pampling.

Scott had maintained all week that his game was 
almost good enough to win a second national 
crown – his question primarily about whether or 
not lackluster opening rounds had left him too far 
back to strike.

But a 68 on Saturday put him back in red numbers 
and then, when his improved putting stroke was 
finally rewarded, his Sunday run gathered steam 
at the right time.

Pampling, meanwhile, was so far back after the 
third round – 14 shots behind Jones, in fact – that 
he even broke his normal tournament routine 
to share a rum and coke with a visiting mate on 
Saturday evening.

A bogey on the first gave no indication of what 
theatrics lay ahead for Pampling and when 

Jones made a triple-bogey on the ninth hole, the 
charging Queenslanders were right in the frame.

Pampling made an eagle putt from two 
postcodes away on the 18th green and signed 
for a breath-taking 61, amazingly supplanting 
Spieth’s superb course-record of 63 in 2014.

Remarkably, after starting his round a full three 
hours before the final group, he was jointly atop 
the leaderboard.

“This is one of those rounds that hasn’t quite sunk 
in,” Pampling said in the aftermath.

“I know I hit it good, but today was a bonus 
because the putts went in as well. It doesn’t 
matter how you play, if your putts don’t go in, you 
don’t score.

 “I felt nice and relaxed right to the end. I was 
seeing the putts really well, but I much admit that 
one on the last was a bit of a bonus. I was trying 
to give it a chance but I was also trying to make 
sure I still made the birdie.

 “I’m obviously delighted to have played this well. 
I went out there with no number in mind. Only 
when I was coming down the stretch did I think a 
bit more about what was happening. Even then, 
I was never really in contention until the last two 
holes. And when I finished I still had no idea if I 
had done enough to win.”

It wasn’t until Scott made birdie on the last hole 
about 100 minutes later that Pampling’s six-under 
total was ruled out, but not before he’d qualified 
for a return to The Open Championship at Royal 
Troon next year.

MATT JONES’S 
SPECTACULAR WIN ON 18
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PAMPLING ON THE LAST 
DURING ROUND TWO 

Scott, already qualified for The Open, was at 
his best in a brilliant 65 that left most of his fans 
supremely enthused about what lies ahead.

While his seven-under ultimately fell short by a 
shot, the manner in which it was achieved was 
superb.

“I’ve been saying it’s thereabouts, and it came 
today. In the end it (was not) quite enough, but 
I’m happy with how I played,” Scott said.

But in the end, it came back to the final group. 
For all the yo-yo action on the leaderboard, a par 
on the last would ultimately be good enough for 
Jones.

He’d looked in big trouble on the par-four 12th, 
but made a miraculous par by holing a bunker 
shot.

Birdies on the 14th and 16th holes got him to eight 
under again and, after Spieth missed an eagle 
try on the last that would have put him at that 
number, it was down to four agonising feet for 
Jones to live out his childhood dream.

And as his tentative put fell in the left side, Jones 
put a fist in the air and arched his back with the 
palpable relief of man who has almost blown his 
greatest opportunity.

"Sloppy,'' was how he described his final round.  
"Terrible,'' was another adjective he drew upon. 
But Spieth did not play to his usual levels and 
Jones' three-shot buffer proved enough. Just.

But nothing will take this moment away from Matt 
Jones, a boy from Oyster Bay in Sydney's southern 
suburbs who graduated from The Australian Golf 
Club's pennant team, left Australia more than 
a decade ago to take up a golf scholarship in 
America, turned professional and reached 35 
years of age before he made his name.

He chipped in to win in Houston on the US PGA 
Tour last year and got himself to the Masters at 
Augusta National, but none of that matched a 
hometown win in the storied Open, the 100th 
playing of the event, no less.

Jones is a high quality player, world class. Until 
now, he had flown under the metaphorical radar, 
living most of the year, as he does, in Scottsdale, 
Arizona and plying his trade around the planet. 
That will surely change now.

“I thought I'd missed (the final putt) left but one of 
those things ... it just went in and I was very, very 
happy,'' he said.

Jones grew up idolising Greg Norman; now, his 
name will be inscribed alongside the Shark on 
one of the most coveted trophies in the game.

"It's amazing. It's something I would have thought 
about from when I was six when I first met him. 
I tried not to think about it this week because I 
knew, as you saw today, anything can happen on 
a golf course. 

“You can be one swing away from doing what I 
did and having no chance to win.
"To have my name on this trophy with (Jack) 
Nicklaus, (Jack) Newton, Norman, all those guys, 
it’s a dream come true for me and it's something 
that I can’t have taken away from me.''

To cap Jones’ greatest moment, he joined 
Pampling and Nick Cullen in heading to Troon as 
the first event of the Open Qualifying Series ran 
concurrently with the championship.

Cullen, of South Australia, finished tied fifth with 
New South Welshman Lincoln Tighe, but won 
the coveted prize courtesy of his higher world 
ranking.

Scott is the golf professional at his local 
golf club.

He believes the most important shot in 
golf, is the next one.

Club Plus Qld. Pty. Ltd. (ABN 30 010 892 396), the Trustee of Club Super (ABN 12 737 334 298) is Corporate Authorised Representative No. 268814 under Australian Financial Services Licence No. 238507 
and is authorised to provide general financial product advice in relation to superannuation. Club MySuper Authorisation Identifier:12737334298988

clubsuper.com.au

LEADERSHIP
INSTITUTE
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DANIEL & ASHLEY PAIRED FOR SUCCESS

QUEENSLAND JUNIORS

By David Newbery

Queensland golfing couple Daniel Nisbet and 
Queensland golfing couple Daniel Nisbet and 
Ashley Ona have revealed their playful, yet 
competitive, rivalry is driving them to future 
success.

Daniel, who turned professional in 2012, is 
currently playing the Australian Tour’s summer 
of golf tournaments while Ashley, who turned 
professional in 2013, is honing her skills on the 
practice range in preparation for Australian 
Ladies’ Professional Golf tournaments.

Daniel and fiancée Ashley are hoping for good 
results so they can chase their dream in the play-
for-pay ranks of Asia, Europe and the US.

Both admit the transition from amateur golf, 
where they were big fish in a small pond to 
professional golf where the opposite applies, has 
been a steep learning curve.

Still, like all elite sportspeople, Daniel and Ashley 
are extremely competitive and admit to being 
spurred on by the desire to succeed and avoid 
certain household chores.

Ashley, 24, says Daniel, 25, is the perfect practice 
partner and he is quick to return the compliment.
“It’s great having Dan around because we both 
know how much discipline it takes to reach your 
goals,” said Ashley, the 2011 Golf Queensland 
Female Amateur Golfer of the Year. “We feed off 
each other and push each other.”

“He’s such a great practice buddy. We often 
play nine holes to see who is doing the cooking, 
washing up and other chores.” 

Right now, it seems Daniel is doing more than his 
fair share around the house.

“She’s been playing well and is on a pretty good 
streak lately,” Dan laughed. “But she is always 
great support when we are travelling or caddying 
for each other at tournaments.”

So, how is caddying for each other working out 
and who is the better caddie?
“It works okay,” Ashley said. “Because I am a 
professional I know when to leave him alone and 
when to encourage him.

“And I think Dan is a better caddie because every 
time he’s on my bag I have won or played well.”

What do you think, Dan?
“She’s just being modest and she’s also not as 
opinionated as I am,” he replied.

“When I travel, it’s nice to have her there to spend 
time with going from tournament to tournament. 
It can get lonely on the road and having Ashley 
there is great.”

Still, for the happy couple it’s not the pampered 
life many believe it to be – especially when trying 
to establish their careers.
In 2013, Daniel and Ashley spent their time driving 
through the US in a pick-up truck to pay-to-play 
events.

“I went over there because I had a couple of 
starts in tournaments and Ashley came along as 
caddie,” Daniel said.

 “It’s an eye-opener and an interesting 
experience, but I got to chew the ears off a 
couple of guys to get their thoughts and advice.

“I was going to go again this year (2015), but I 
decided to concentrate on the Australian Tour 
and OneAsia Tour.

“I was hopeful the OneAsia Tour would have 
more events, but they ended up cancelling a 
handful of events. That was a blow because I was 
counting on those events.

“But I guess that’s why professional golf is a 
learning curve,” said Dan, who this year won his 
first 72-hole event – the Morobe Open in Papua 
New Guinea. 

For Ashley, it too has been a steep learning curve 
although she has tasted victory as a professional 
– albeit when she was still an amateur. In 2011, 
she captured the Royal Canberra Ladies Classic.

“Professional golf has its up and downs, but 
growing up playing golf is what I wanted to do so 
I’m enjoying the process,” she said.

“I had conditional status on the Ladies European 
Tour last year, but didn’t feel as if I was consistent 
enough. 

“The hardest thing about being a professional 
is the travel and living out of a suitcase. As an 
amateur you feel you belong and you have a 
presence about you, but when you turn pro it’s 
another playing level up and you have to start all 
over again.”

“For me, it’s still a big learning curve and I have 
to believe I can compete and be consistent. So, 
for the last seven months I have been working 
with my coach Richard Woodhouse to improve 
my game.”

Ashley said if she had her time again, she would 
better prepare for the rigors of professional golf.

 “I think my strength and conditioning could have 
been better and I would keep my warm-ups and 
warm-downs more structured. That would have 
helped, but at least I have figured it out now.”

As an amateur, Daniel was a prolific winner taking 
out four national selection events in a row – the 
South Australian Classic, the Queensland stroke 
and matchplay titles and the Keperra Bowl. He 
also won the Hong Kong Amateur and went on 
the win the Players’ Amateur Championship in the 
US.

Daniel regrets not being more patient after 
entering the pro ranks.

“I wouldn’t do things differently, but I would go 
about things more patiently,” he said.
“Of course, I would like to have one or two shots 
or putts again when in pressure situations, but I 
am very happy where things are and they can 
always improve.

“I’m happy and Ashley is happy how things are 
going – on and off the course.
“We have a good support network with our 
coach Richard Woodhouse and strength and 
conditioning specialist and family.

“It’s important to have a good team around you 
and to keep the circle tight. Having the right 
people around you is the key.”

“Ashley and I have that and we are going to keep 
moving forward.”

DANIEL AFTER HIS KEPERRA BOWL WIN



16                        Summer 2015      www.golfqueensland.org.au www.golfqueensland.org.au       Summer 2015                         17Q GolfQ Golf

IBF 
SEES THE

LIGHT OF DAY

Photos: The Invincibles

By Tony Durkin

Ian Baker-Finch has been a high-profile and 
respected golf commentator in the US – and on 
Australian TV screens - for almost two decades 
and is obviously fully aware that bias in any form 
is unacceptable. 

But he admits to being ‘choked up’ by emotion 
when fellow Queenslander Adam Scott rolled in a 
four-metre birdie putt on the second play-off hole 
at August in 2013 to win the US Masters and snap 
one of Australia’s great sporting hoodoos.

That, however, could not compare to his reaction 
when, in August this year at Whistling Straits, 
Jason Day tapped in for a regulation par to 
win the PGA championship and his first major. 
While not exactly a blubbering mess, Baker-Finch 
conceded he ‘lost it’.

“I was just so happy for Jason, another fellow 
Queenslander and the 11th Aussie to win a major,” 
recalled IBF when back on the Sunshine Coast for 
his annual sabbatical from the glare of his new-
found fame in his adopted homeland.

“I am fully aware of the struggles he has 
overcome, how hard he works and how frustrated 
he had become after so many close finishes in 
big events. Six times since 2013 he has posted 
top-10 finishes at the four majors and was inside 
the top 10 nine times in the previous nine majors.

“It had also become heart-breaking for his 
supporters, and there were some respected 
judges who even suggested he would be one of 
the many great golfers who never got to win a 
major.”

But there was a more personal link between 
the two champion Queenslanders. “Yes, I could 
identify with Jason on a private level,” 
Baker-Finch related.

“My upbringing was not as tough as his, but I also 
had my struggles and my demons. And when 
I won the British Open in 1991 we had a young 
child and my wife Jennie was pregnant, just like 
Jason’s family situation this year.

“I knew exactly what he was going through, 
and how hard it is to get to where he is and how 
frustrating it can be to come so close so often, 
and not quite seal the deal. And yes, I dead-set 
howled with him when he rolled in that putt.”

And maybe the pair will be shedding tears of joy 
together, again, at the Rio Olympics in August 
next year, ironically 12 months almost to the day 
since Jason won in Wisconsin. 

Baker-Finch is team leader of the Australian Golf 
Team - men and women - and the current world 
No.1 is obviously a shoe-in to be there.

Baker-Finch says a host of Queenslanders, 
headed by Day and Scott, are in line for selection 
in the men’s team while Karrie Webb, Sarah-Jane 
Smith and Katherine Hull-Kirk will keep the Mighty 
Maroon flag flying when it comes to selection in 
the women’s team. 

And while this will be an administrative/advisory 
role, IBF rates his appointment as Olympic team 
leader ‘right up there’ alongside his greatest golf 
achievements and accolades.

Baker-Finch will play a number of tournaments 
while he is back home, including the four-day 
Sunshine Coast Masters event which culminates 
in the bonus round at his home course, Twin  
Waters, on December 18. But he is genuinely 
disappointed the major evets on the Australian 
PGA calendar are not attracting bigger names.

IAN BACK AT THE 
SUNSHINE COAST
FOR THE 25TH IBF  
JUNIOR CLASSIC
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“I don’t want to dwell on the past and talk about 
the good old days, but back in the 80s I played 
as many as 20 events in Australia – now there is 
just a handful,” he said.

“Currently Australia has a host of outstanding 
players who want to be loyal, but very few of 
them will be back here this summer. The money 
in the US is 10 times what it is here, and that is the 
bottom line.”

And Baker-Finch said that although our young 
golfers had to go overseas to reach their dreams, 
because of the systems in place here Australia 
would continue to produce champions.

He praised Golf Australia and the state bodies 
for unselfishly sharing their information, and said 
their various forums and the program at the 
Australian Institute of Sport were envied.

“The rest of the golf world copies our 
development systems and our golf paths,” he 
said. “We are recognised as the leaders in our 
junior coaching systems and in training and 
development. 

That is why our good young juniors achieve the 
results they do.”

In a snapshot of golf observations IBF revealed:

• Melbourne’s sand belt courses are still 
regarded as among the best in the world. 

• Although far from the glamour job it may 
appear, TV commentary has given him a new 
high-profile in the US. He says most people 
under 30 know him just as a commentator. 

• Tiger Woods win will again - maybe even 
multiple times - but won’t be held in the awe 
he once was. 

• The current top three in the world - Jason 
Day, Jordan Spieth and Rory McIlroy – can 
dominate the world golf scene for possibly the 
next decade as Jack Nicklaus, Arnold Palmer 
and Gary Player once did. 

• Because players are stronger and fitter 
than they ever were and technology and 
equipment are continually evolving, 300 
metre-plus drives will become the norm rather 
than the exception.

Although he has not won a tournament for two 
years and has fallen to a world ranking of 321, 
Tiger Woods can win again according to Ian 
Baker-Finch. And maybe even multiple times.

“He's done being the Tiger of old, dominating 
the way he did",” IBF prophesied. “But I think he 
will win again.”

According to the man who played with a 
young Tiger as a favour when the youngster 
was a fledgling amateur, he won’t again be 
held in the same awe he was once was.

“He just doesn’t seem to have that same 
confidence of the old Tiger,” he said.

“But he’s not finished as a golfer – far from it. 
He turns 40 in December and he hasn’t lost 
his ability.”

Baker-Finch confirmed that he and Woods had 
a long-standing friendship and often putted 
together when the young Woods first joined the 
tour.

“I believe I am someone he trusts,” he 
confided. “And I think most of the golf world 
would like to see him back.”

Tiger Woods has won 79 official PGA Tour 
events, second only to Sam Snead and six 
more than Jack Nicklaus.

TIGER CAN WIN AGAIN

So important did he consider his presence at the 
25th staging of the Ian Baker-Finch Junior Classic, 
the 1991 British Open champion requested the 
staging of the event be delayed until he could 
attend.

Back home on the Sunshine Coast on leave from 
his role as a golf analyst with CBS in the US, Baker-
Finch arrived back in Australia the weekend 
before the event was held at Twin Waters in early 
November and subsequently greeted 80 of the 
best young golfers from southern Queensland. 
The 25th IBF Junior Classic was supported by The 
Invincibles Sunshine Coast Junior Golf Tour. 

Teenagers Jed Morgan (Hatton Vale) and Karis 
Davidson (Sanctuary Cove) shot identical scores 
of two under par 70 to win their respective 
divisions and, as a result of their victories and 
courtesy of IBF, both received an all-expenses 
trip to Melbourne next year to contest the 
final qualifying round of the prestigious Aaron 
Baddeley International. 

They will also be extended invitations into the 
Greg Norman Junior Masters and Invincibles 
Junior Masters Championships, while Morgan 
receives an automatic exemption into the final 
qualifying round of the 2016 Isuzu Queensland 
Open and Davidson an exemption into the 2016 
RACV Ladies Masters in February.

Ian giving on course advice to Karis & Fayde Davidson

Ian with winners Jed Morgan and Karis Davidson

IBF JUNIOR CLASSIC
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Queensland PGA State Manager, Broc 
Greenhalgh, had never seen Supa Golf played 
prior to the recent official opening of the Sirromet 
Winery course at Mount Cotton, south of Brisbane.

But after walking away from the condensed par 
33 nine-hole course with two bottles of premium 
wine for the nearest-the-pin shot on the opening 
90 metre hole, he had nothing but praise for the 
course and the exciting new format of the game.

“I don’t believe there is a golfer of any standard 
who would not enjoy Supa Golf,” he said after 
shooting two under par alongside fellow 
professional Scott Wagstaff (Carbrook Golf Club) 
and two other single-figure golfers.

“We really enjoyed it, and played exactly as we 
would play any golf course. The equipment may 
be different and the holes shorter, but the logistics 
of golf are just about identical.”
And Greenhalgh also appreciates where Supa 
Golf can be the perfect avenue for those keen to 
take up the game, but are maybe weighing up 
the various pros and cons.

“It has many of the components of putt putt, mini 
golf, the driving range and the actual game 
itself,” he said.

“But unlike those other forms, Supa Golf is a real 
game. It is competitive, inexpensive, can be 
played in an hour and the equipment is included 
in the cost of a round.”

The Sirromet course, which covers eight hectares 
and is located adjacent to the entrance of the 
winery at Mount Cotton, is 876 metres in length 

and features four par fours, four par threes and 
one par five. The longest hole is 150 metres, the 
shortest 68 metres, and the diameter of the hole is 
15 centimetres.

Sirromet owner Terry Morris, a keen golfer who 
plays up to three days a week, said he was 
delighted with the layout and condition of the 
course and, like Greenhalgh, had no doubt all 
golfers, irrespective of their level of expertise, 
would find the course a challenge.

“Sirromet boasts state-of-the-art facilities for food 
and wine lovers, and we see this as a unique 
extension of what we can offer our visitors,” he 
said.

“Golf is arguably one of the most-loved sports in 
the world and Supa Golf is an avenue to widen 
that appeal because it is ideal for family groups.” 

Mr Morris said that while Supa Golf was played 
with different equipment and on a much shorter 
course, it could certainly be considered an 
adjunct to traditional golf.

“When I first played Supa Golf I was surprised at 
the similarities,” he said.

“The heads of the clubs are much larger and the 
bigger ball doesn’t go as far, but basically the 
swing doesn’t change. In some ways I think this 
could even be a means of improving the game of 
a regular golfer.”

“But what appealed most to me about Supa Golf 
is that it introduces people to the game at  
a much less daunting level.”

By Tony Durkin

Supa Golf course 
gets PGA approval

SIRROMET OWNER, TERRY MORRIS,
HITS A GOLDEN BALL FROM THE  

FIRST TEE TO OFFICIALLY LAUNCH 
SUPA GOLF IN QUEENSLAND
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Supa Golf 
History
Supa Golf was conceived in the early 1990s by 
Perth based engineer, Andrew van der Meer. 

A keen golfer and member of the prestigious 
Lake Karrinyup Country Club, he was unable to 
get to a driving range for practice so took his 
conventional clubs, and his young son, to the 
local park and hit tennis balls instead. Not only 
did Andrew and his son enjoy it, but by the end of 
the week most of the kids from the street were at 
the park waiting for their turn. The seed for Supa 
Golf was sown.

During next few years Andrew and his fellow-
engineer brother Jim set their minds on 
establishing this new form of golf. Their aim 
was not to reinvent a mini golf concept, but a 

carefully scaled-down version of the traditional 
game that was easier to play, safer, appealed 
to a greater number of the population and was 
less expensive. But, at the same time, the new 
game had to maintain similar mechanics to the 
traditional game.

“It is difficult learning one swing, let alone two,” 
said Andrew. “I wanted to be able to play Supa 
Golf with my kids, yet make it good practise for 
my golf game.” 

In 1994, with other Perth-based investors, Supa 
Golf (Australia) Pty Ltd was established.
Significant input also came from local PGA golfer 
David Breen. One of his key roles was to ensure 
that, unlike all other competitors in this market, 
the Supa Golf equipment had almost identical 
swing and flight characteristics to conventional 
golf equipment. 

The first Supa Golf course, Oasis Supa Golf, was 
designed and built at Swan Valley, 25km east of 
Perth, in 1997. Sirromet is the 11th course to be 
established in Australia.

THE SIRROMET WINERY SUPA GOLF COURSE AT MOUNT COTTON
BROC GREENHALGH PRAISED

THE NEW GOLF CONCEPT

Supa Golf 

Equipment
Supa Golf clubs are made from polycarbonate 
composites, with the heads of the Supa Golf clubs 
about twice the size of a traditional golf club. The 
clubs are handmade, and weighted, to give them 
the feel, mechanics and swing characteristics 
of a conventional golf club. The clubs have 
conventional shafts and grips so that the swing 
weight and grip are identical to a normal golf 
club.

There are four clubs in a Supa Golf set - driva, 
strika, lofta and putta. The Supa Golf ball is almost 
three times larger than a normal golf ball and 
is made of polyurethane. They are iridescent 
in colour and have exactly the same flight 
characteristics as a traditional golf ball, but are 
much softer. The ball also floats.

The holes in Supa Golf are also much larger – 
measuring 15cm in diameter.

 TERRY MORRIS AND SUPA GOLF AUSTRALIA 
MANAGING DIRECTOR JOHN MORGAN

 TERRY MORRIS AND SUPA GOLF AUSTRALIA 
MANAGING DIRECTOR JOHN MORGAN
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online
Q Golf

Sign Up For The Newsletter
That Could Make You a

Better Golfer!
SIGN UP HERE
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PEE WEES
LIGHT UP THE FAIRWAYS

BY DAVID NEWBERY

On an overcast Sunday afternoon in November, 
80 juniors aged five to 12 swapped their iPads 
and iPhones for drivers, nine-irons and putters 
to contest the Pee Wee Pennants series final at 
Pacific Golf Club.

The sun might have gone into hiding for the 
afternoon but these youngsters, representing 11 
Brisbane District Golf Association clubs, came out 
to play and lit up the fairways and greens with 
some magical shot-making skills.

Competing in a two-person ambrose involving 
teams of six players representing each club, the 
final was a culmination of a five-week pennant 
season.

Golf Queensland manager – participation 
development Adrian Hewat said Pee Wee 
Pennants was a contest between clubs from 
north and south of the Brisbane River.

“The teams with the most points over the five-
week series played each other in the final,” 
Hewat explained. “So we had Pacific Golf Club 

(south) play against Virginia Golf Club (north), 
but all the other teams also played with team 
two (north) versus team two (south) and so on. 

“That meant all teams played on the day on 
a modified nine-hole course with the par-3s 
measuring around 100 metres, the par-4s 150m 
and the par-5s 200m.

“The Pacific-Virginia final was brilliant and could 
not have been scripted better. It ended in a tie – 
13½-13½. Then the 12 players (six from each club) 
went to a playoff and still tied so we had dual 
winners.”

A Golf Queensland initiative, Pee Wee Pennants 
has proved to be an excellent and exciting event 
as it allows kids as young as five years old to 
play golf competitively in a team environment. 
Many of the youngsters have attended 
the MyGolf program, but haven’t had the 
opportunity to play golf competitively.

“Kids were taking part in the MyGolf program, 
but there wasn’t an opportunity for them to 
necessarily get out on the golf course,”
Hewat said.
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“The MyGolf program is great, 
but Pee Wee Pennants is about 
giving these kids an opportunity 
to experience playing on 
different golf courses, meeting 
new friends and participating in 
a team environment.”

Team spirit was evident as team 
members, decked out in their 
club’s colours, stood shoulder-
to-shoulder in solidarity proud of 
the fact they were representing 
their club. All the players had 
caddies, who were instantly 
recognisable courtesy of 
distinctive caddie bibs.

Virginia Golf Club junior 
program coordinator and PGA 
professional Brett Maxwell said 
the Pee Wee Pennants concept 
was a winner. “It’s a great way 
to get kids involved in golf and 
the parents are all thanking us 
for getting their kids involved,” 
he said.

“The kids have had a ball. They 
give each other high-fives and 
punch knuckles after they hit 
a good shot. It’s brought our 
juniors together and there is a 
strong bond developing among 
the group.”

Pacific Golf Club, too, endorsed 
Pee Wee Pennants. “The 
concept is excellent because 
it’s given our littlest golfers the 
opportunity to represent the 
club,” said Pacific Golf Club 
junior president Peter Johnstone. 

“We built it up by doing a shirt 
presentation at start of season. 
The kids were excited to get 
the opportunity to represent 
the club and to travel to other 
clubs. Golf Queensland got it 
right because they kept the 
concept simple and reinforced 
the message that it was about 
having fun. While it’s about 
being competitive, it’s mainly 
about having fun.”

Pee Wee Pennants has turned 
into a family affair with parents, 
grandparents and older siblings 
acting as caddies while other 
family members provide gallery 
support.

I spent a few hours following 
the action and witnessed some 
excellent shot-making as well 
as enthusiastic applause from 
the gallery irrespective of whom 
they were supporting.

“The competition was 
played in the right spirit,” 
Johnstone added. “I told Lee 
Harrington (Golf Queensland’s 
participation development 
officer) to sign us up again and I 
would encourage other clubs to 
take part if they have juniors in 
that age group. 

“It’s such a great thing for 
kids. They (children) want to 
compete and use their skills to 
play against other kids and the 
quality of the golf I saw for kids 
so young was phenomenal.”

“Their short game, chipping and 
putting, was excellent. 

I think there is going to be some 
outstanding players from that 
group in years to come.”

Currently, three districts – Gold 
Coast, South-East Queensland 
and Brisbane – play Pee Wee 
Pennants but Golf Queensland 
hopes to expand it to regional 
Queensland.

“I think it’s exciting and can only 
get bigger and better,” Hewat 
said. “We are looking to expand 
the concept further and wider. 

“Hopefully we will be able to 
get something started on the 
Sunshine Coast and then work 
with Golf North Queensland and 
Golf Far North Queensland to 
introduce it.

“The support has been great 
in Brisbane and the kids and 
the parents love it. The junior 
coordinators of those clubs 
involved see a lot of value 
in the product and it helps 
them strengthen their junior 
programs.”

“It gives them an opportunity to 
promote their junior pathway.”

 Luke from Oxley with his father Greg on the bag.

By Kirsty Wrice

Pacific GC member Phil Somerfield and his son 
Chris actively participated in the program over 
the six week period which they believe was an 
outstanding success.

“It was a great experience for all the kids, 
caddies and everyone to be involved. It was a 
really good initiative from Golf Queensland.”

“Chris really enjoyed the program. There is a 
bit of comradery with the kids that he enjoyed. 
Because of the program, one of his other 
team members and him now come out and 

practice every Wednesday together and that’s 
happened because of pennants.”

Talking about his caddy experience, Phil says 
he did a lousy job on some holes (as Chris tells 
him) but overall “it was great to be involved 
with your kids in the game of golf.”

The most exciting moment for Chris was the 
tense three-hole playoff between Pacific and 
Virginia which resulted in three-even matches 
and eventual joint winners. 

“It was fun; I met some people from other golf 
clubs around Brisbane which was good”

Royal Queensland member hitting the first shot of the day

Oxley player teeing off the second Pacific GC and Virginia GC were crowned joint champions

FUN FOR BOTH CADDIES & PLAYERS
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What a night, what a year and what a win for Jason 
Day, newly crowned 2015 Queensland Sport Star of 
the Year.

At an exhilarating and emotional night at the 
Brisbane Convention Centre on November 30, the 
announcement of Day’s award was acclaimed by 
hundreds of guests representing all facets of sport 
in the Sunshine State.

Day’s mother, Dening, gratefully and gracefully 
accepted the award on her son’s behalf.

“We are ecstatic for Jason,’’ she said. “The year has 
been so wonderful and it has now ended on an even 
higher note.”

“He has worked so hard for what he has achieved 
and so many people in Queensland have known him 

since his young days in amateur golf. We are all so 
grateful ... “

Day’s childhood and oft-troubled teenage years 
have been well-documented and he has often 
acknowledged the unwavering and selfless support 
of mother Dening and his siblings, Kim and Yanna.

“My mother was the person who kept it together,’’ 
Day told an American interviewer in mid-November.

“She gave me the opportunity to enrol at Hills 
International Golf Academy and told me not to 
waste the opportunity. It was a family sacrifice and 
I am grateful to Mum and my sisters for what they 
did.’’

Day’s long-time coach, caddie and mentor, Col 
Swatton, came into his life following the death of 

By Bernie Pramberg

JASON DAY      Q SPORT AWARD

JASON CELEBRATING
HIS WORLD NO. 1 WIN WITH HIS FAMILY 

his father. Swatton has been a massive influence 
on and off the golf course. “Col means the world to 
me. I love him to death,’’ Day said.

“There isn’t a word in the dictionary that could 
encompass the roles that Col had played in my 
live.’’

The name Jason Day is now on a Q-Sport honour 
board listing some of the state’s elite sporting 
achievers, including fellow golfer Adam Scott who 
was recognised in 2013, the year of his historic US 
Masters victory.

Day celebrated his 28th birthday on November 12 
and shared another celebration with wife Ellie giving 
birth to their second child, Lucy, one day earlier.

And now, he’s the 2015 Queensland Sports Star of 
the Year. 

What a way to farewell the memorable year of 
2015,  highlighted by the US PGA Victory at 
Whistling Straits and realisation of a dream to reach 
World No 1, albeit briefly.

Although Day did not burst onto the major 
championship scene with the massive impart of 
Rory McIlroy or Jordan Spieth he had produced a 

consistent string of quality performances at the 
top level prior to the breakthrough. In fact, Day 
had notched nine-top-10 finishes in 20 major 
championship outings prior to Whistling Straits.

As Day walked to the 72nd hole, the musings of TV 
commentator and six-time major champion Sir Nick 
Faldo heralded a new chapter in the game. “We had 
the big three moons ago,’’ said Faldo. 

He was referring to the glory days of Jack Nicklaus, 
Arnold Palmer and Gary Player. “And now I think we 
are approaching on having another big three in the 
game of golf.’’

Faldo, not prone to making premature or ill-judged 
statements, obviously sees the trio of under-30s, 
McIlroy, Spieth and Day, capable of providing 
similar, exciting rivalry.

THE
PROSPECTS ARE
LIMITLESS...

CHAIR PETER CASTRISOS WITH DENING DAY 
WHO ACCEPTED THE AWARD ON JASON’S 
BEHALF WITH MANAGER IAN DAVIS 
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